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Key Decision: No

1.0 Purpose of Report 

1.1 For Council to agree on the adoption of a new Constitution.

2.0 Recommendation

2.1 That the Council adopts a new Constitution incorporating the changes 
as set out below.

3.0 Purpose of the Report

3.1 Section 37 of the Local Government  Act 2000 requires the Council to 
keep its constitution up-to-date. The Constitution was re-written in 2014 
and since then regular updates have been made. However, officers are 
of the view that a review is timely and that this review would ensure 
that the Constitution continues to be fit-for-purpose. As a result, an 
Officer team reviewed the format and content of the whole Constitution.

4.0 Subject of report

4.1 The purpose of the review is to make the  Constitution more user-
friendly and accessible and in particular to:

(a) ensure that the Council’s decision making system is 
transparent and easy to understand;

(b) enable decisions to be taken efficiently and effectively ;

(c) support accountability and encourage engagement with the 
Council’s decision-making process; and

(d) set a clear framework for governance and ethics



5.0 General Format of the Constitution

5.1. Officers reviewed the statutory requirements and recommend 
removing policies and other information which is not required to be in 
the Constitution and does not directly relate to the Council’s decision-
making processes, thereby providing clarity to members of the public, 
councillors and officers.

5.2 It is intended that the majority of the information proposed to be 
removed would be published in a ‘policy hub’, which would be 
accessible to the general public.

5.3 Officers also considered that:

(a) a standard format be applied throughout the Constitution to 
make it easier to read and make reference to;  

(b) there should be a conformity in the use of terms and titles e.g. 
the same title for the Chief Finance Officer should be used 
throughout the document to provide clarity to the decision 
making process; and 

(c) a means of identifying amendments to the Constitution should 
be provided to ensure that a reader can keep up to date with 
changes to the Constitution.

5.4 The Governance, Audit & Scrutiny Committee met on the 27th April 
2017 and recommended some minor further changes, as set out in 
Appendix 1.

6.0 Recommendation

That the Council agrees to the proposed changes to the Constitution.

7.0 Implications

7.1 Strategy

The project links with the value in the Corporate Strategy to find new 
and better ways to meet the needs of our Customers

8.0 Legal

Section 37 of the Local Government Act 2000 requires the Council to 
keep its constitution under review.  

9.0 Resources



There are no direct financial implications arising from the report.

10.0 Risks

Failure to make the changes to the Constitution may impede the 
Council’s ability to act with clarity and transparently.

11.0 Communications

The new Constitution will be accessible to the public as will the new 
‘policy hub’.
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